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a half million for the opposition. The President
of the Corps Legislatif, in formally announcing the
final figures to the Emperor, solemnly declared :
" In supporting the Empire by more than seven
millions of suffrages, France says to you, * Sire,
the country is with you ; advance confidently in
the path of progress and establish liberty based on
respect for the laws and the constitution. France
places the cause of liberty under the protection of
your dynasty.3 "

Certainly no worse moment could have been
chosen for the " crowning of the edifice." Had
Napoleon conceded parliamentary government
ten years before, when at the height of his own
prestige, he might have continued by his influence
to control the policy of government and yet have
been prevented by his Ministers from embarking
upon the tragic Mexican adventure ; had he even
withheld the reforms now, in 1869, he might still
have averted disaster. As it was, he was handing
over the reins of power, at a moment when his
own prestige was low, to Ministers who were
ignorant of, or blind to, three vital factors in
the situation-the firm intention of Bismarck
to create a war in order to provide the occasion
for German unification under Prussia, the piti-
ful unpreparedness of the French army for a cam-
paign of such a nature, and the extent to which
Napoleon's constitution was being undermined